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.hsrR.wr.-Forty-six samples (thirty-nine species) of primarily Argentine plants 
produccd a positive test for hydrogen c p n i d e  (Guignard). Of these, approximately 
25 have not previously been reported as cyanogenic. 

Because of their toxicity, economic importance. and xi-ideqpread occurrence 
(1-S), n-e undertook the present ztudy of cyanogenic plants of the Argentine 
flora. K e  are currently 
attempting to  isolate and characterize several of the compounds responsible for 
cyanogenesiq. 

\Ye tested a number of plant that nere available to us from materials in the 
CBtedra de Farmacognoqia, the Jardin Bot Anico "Carlos Thays", the Instituto 
lliguel Lillo, and from field trips to Tucumfin and Corrientes. T'oucher specimens 
of these are deposited in the University of Illinois Herbarium. The results of 
these te-ts are given in table 1. Of approximately 300 .ample. tested, 46 repre.ent- 
ing 39 +pecies nere positive. We have not included data for negative test. as 
positive ones are more indicative of the plants genetic potential, i.e.. TI hat bio- 
synthetic p a t h  a) . exiqt and can be operative. 

In  .Argentina. the major familie. n hich contain cyanogenic plants ieem to  be 
the Granlineae. Euphorbiaceae, Leguniiiiosae and Sapindaceae. 

These initial results are based on the Guignard test. 
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